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Unofficial translation
CABINET OF MINISTERS OF THE REPUBLIC OF LATVIA

November 20, 2007 
Regulation No 786
Riga
(Ref No65 §21)

Information to be included on the compliance certificates of slot gaming machines, equipment and slot machine game programs

Issued pursuant to

Article 4(7) of the

Law on Gambling and Lotteries

I. General provisions

1. The regulation lays down the amount and content of information that is to be included on the compliance certificates of slot gaming machines, equipment (hereafter referred to as slot gaming machines) and slot machine game programs.

II. Compliance certificates for slot gaming machines and the information they must include

2. Compliance certificates for slot gaming machines (hereafter referred to as compliance certificates) shall be issued on the basis of a test report of a sample from a group of slot gaming machines which all have one producer, an identical model number, an identical operational diagram, an identical game program storage device, an identical game program on the original memory device and an identical electronic structure.

3.
Certification bodies which are accredited by the Latvian National Accreditation Bureau (a State agency) in accordance with the requirements of standard LVS EN 45011:2004, ‘General requirements for bodies operating product certification systems’, and for which the Ministry of the Economy has published a notice of accreditation in the journal ‘Latvijas Vēstnesis’ [Official Journal of Latvia], as well as the bodies of other European Union Member States, European Economic Area and European Free Trade Association member states,  recognised in this field, shall verify and include the following information on compliance certificates:

3.1. the slot gaming machines displays:

3.1.1. the manufacturer’s name and country;

3.1.2. the model number;

3.1.3. the serial number;

3.1.4. the year of manufacture;

3.2. the slot gaming machines are equipped with separate protective devices, which protect the following areas against unauthorised access:

3.2.1. the software system area, which contains the microprocessor, the main location of the game program and the main memory device;

3.2.2. the staker or bill box;

3.3. the slot gaming machines are equipped with light or sound signalling devices or captions on the display screen, giving a warning if the following events occur:

3.3.1. any door on the slot gaming machine is opened;

3.3.2. any of the slot gaming machine’s payment devices is empty (coins, or game tokens payment devices);

3.3.3. money inserted in the slot gaming machine – coins, bank notes or game tokens – is received;

3.3.4. a Jackpot has been won;

3.3.5. there is a program memory error;

3.3.6. there is an operating memory error;

3.3.7. the backup device battery runs down;

3.3.8. there is an error in the operation of the mechanical reels, if the equipment has one. 

3.4. any errors cause appliances to freeze and errors are not permissible which might make it possible to affect the course of the game or for game information to be lost or to reset the machine by turning the slot gaming machine off and on again;

3.5. the slot gaming machines are protected against unauthorised tampering with their operation in relation to:

3.5.1. changing the operation of the random number generator and changing the game result;

3.5.2. changing the payout percentage;

3.5.3. the loss of game information during the course of the game;

3.6 the operation of the slot gaming machines shall ensure that an interrupted game is completed after being resumed without the loss of any game information;

3.7. the slot gaming machines shall comply with the Latvian rules and regulations on electromagnetic compatibility and requirements for the electrical safety of equipment;

3.8. the operation of the slot gaming machines shall ensure that the player has the opportunity to withdraw all game winnings and remaining game credit;

3.9. the slot gaming machine games function in accordance with the random selection principle and in determining the game result obtained through the random number generator is used;

3.10. the slot gaming machines contain at least two electronic counter systems:

3.10.1. one of the counter systems (permanent counter) cannot be zeroed, except when clearing the operational memory;

3.10.2. the other counter system (periodic counter) can be zeroed for the purpose of record-keeping and each counter consists of at least 8 symbols, where the symbol designates units of money or number of game events or game credits. When the counter indicator reaches the maximum number, during the course of the next game it returns to zero;  

3.10.3. each of the electronic counter systems records the following information concerning game events:

3.10.3.1. total amount of credits played during the game;

3.10.3.2. total amount of credits won;

3.10.3.3. total number of games; 

3.10.3.4. total amount of money inserted into the slot gaming machine (there may be separate counters for the paying out of coins and credit points);

3.10.3.5. total amount of money paid out by the slot gaming machine (there may be separate counters for the paying out of coins, bank notes and credit points); 

3.11. the slot gaming machines contain at least 4 mechanical counters, each with no fewer than 6 symbols, and it is only possible to change the counter coefficient units in the mechanical counters when carrying out the initial adjustments to the machine, and these counters record the following information concerning game events:

3.11.1. all credits played;

3.11.2. all credits won;

3.11.3. total number of games played;

3.11.4. total of credits wagered in bank notes;

3.12. the slot gaming machines provide the following information for at least 10 games or bonus games:

3.12.1. the result of the game or bonus game;

3.12.2. the time and date of each game or bonus game played;

3.12.3. played bet;

3.12.4. winnings on game or bonus game played;

3.12.5. game credit prior to the start of the game or bonus game;

3.12.6. all credits paid in starting from the start time of the game or bonus game;

3.12.7. all credits paid out starting from the start time of the game or bonus game;

3.13. it is only possible to change the percentage of payouts from the slot gaming machine by changing the game program or the program menu specified by the manufacturer, by resetting it, and it cannot be done by using mechanical switches;

3.14. the construction of the slot gaming machines allows for the mechanical counters to be checked/ controlled;
3.15. the game rules are located on the slot gaming machines so that players can easily read them, they are not misleading and they are also accessible to players when play is not occurring;

3.16. all slot gaming machine game values on the display are shown in credits or money units:

3.16.1. all wins which are possible for a specifically selected combination of game rates (number of lines and bet per line);

3.16.2. game credits at the actual time of play;

3.16.3. game bet at the actual time of play (during the main game);

3.16.4. the winnings on a specific game until the moment when the next game is started.

4. The certification body shall include the following additional information on the compliance certificates for slot gaming machines:

4.1. the certifying body’s name;

4.2. the certificate’s date of issue; 

4.3. the certificate number;

4.4. the name of the manufacturer of the slot gaming machine sample;

4.5. the model number of the slot gaming machine;

4.6. the serial number of the slot gaming machine sample;

4.7. the date of manufacture of the slot gaming machine sample;

5. The certification body shall attach to the compliance certificate of the slot gaming machine a document certifying that the certification body is entitled to carry out compliance checks in the field of slot gaming machines and slot machine game programs. 

III. Compliance certificates for slot machine game programs and the information they must include

6. The compliance certificate shall certify that the set of data needed for the operation of the slot gaming machine, containing one or more data files, which may be stored on any type of data carrier that is not dependent on energy (hereafter referred to as the slot machine game program) of each slot machine game program complies with the requirements of the rules and regulations in the field of gambling.

7. Certification bodies which are accredited by the Latvian National Accreditation Bureau (a State agency) in accordance with the requirements of standard LVS EN 45011:2004, ‘General requirements for bodies operating product certification systems’, and for which the Ministry of the Economy has published a notice of accreditation in the journal ‘Latvijas Vēstnesis’ [Official Journal of Latvia], as well as the bodies of other European Union Member States, European Economic Area and European Free Trade Association member states recognised in this field, shall verify and include the following information on compliance certificates:

7.1. the game program’s algorithm results in a sum total of total winnings that is no less than 80 per cent;

7.2. the game program’s algorithm is based on the random selection principle and the result obtained through the random number generator is used to determine the game result;

7.3. the algorithm of the random number generator and of the shift in the range of random numbers fulfils the following conditions:

7.3.1. the random number is statistically independent;

7.3.2. the random number cannot be forecasted;

7.3.3. the game result obtained by the random number generator complies with a test result obtained using a series of random choice tests;

7.4. a control sum of the slot machine game program and of each part forming a separate component of it in the form of a code specified by the manufacturer.

8. The certification body shall include the following additional information on the compliance certificates of slot machine game programs:

8.1. the certifying body’s name;

8.2. the certificate’s date of issue; 

8.3. the certificate number;

8.4. the game program name;

8.5. the game program manufacturer’s name;

9. The certification body shall attach to the compliance certificate of the slot machine game program a document certifying that the certification body is entitled to carry out compliance checks in the field of slot gaming machines and slot machine game programs.

Final provisions

10. From 1 January 2008, slot gaming machines and slot machine game programs may only be registered into Latvia if they have been issued with the compliance certificate referred to in this regulation. 

11. From 1 July 2009 only slot gaming machines and slot machine game programs that have obtained the compliance certificates referred to in this regulation may be operated in Latvia.  
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